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Mission: To lead, enhance and celebrate volleyball across Aotearoa New Zealand  

Vision: To be the leading participation sport in Aotearoa New Zealand  
Values: Collaboration, Integrity, Wellbeing, Accessibility 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Change in New Zealand’s Covid-19 Strategy 
 

The Prime Minister announced a new COVID-19 Strategy on Monday 12 September which will replace the old Covid Protection 

Framework (CPF) and Traffic Light System that New Zealand has been operating under for the past few months.  

 

In summary, there are no longer any restrictions for the sport sector under the new strategy. This means no government 

mandated requirements around mask wearing and vaccination certificates. The summary changes are: 

• The CPF and associated restrictions have been removed    

• The remaining vaccination mandates will be removed on 26 September  

• Vaccination and testing requirements for travellers into New Zealand (such as teams and athletes) have been removed, 

however it is recommended they complete tests on day one and day five after arrival.  

• Household contacts no longer need to self-isolate for seven days but are asked to test daily for five days. Positive cases 

are still required to self-isolate for seven days  

• There are no mask requirements for sport and recreation settings (both spectating and participating)  

• Follow general public health guidelines outlined on the Unite Against COVID-19 page  

As a result of these changes, the previously communicated Volleyball New Zealand Covid-19 Event Guidelines are no longer 

applicable. 

What does this mean for participation in Volleyball NZ events and programmes? 

While operating under the CPF (when it was in effect) VNZ required participants in events or programmes to complete a Rapid 
Antigen Test in the 24 hours prior to travel/involvement in an event or programme. 

Under the new government approach announced on Monday, VNZ still highly recommends that competing individuals, teams, 
clubs, or Regional Associations ensure pre-departure testing for events is carried out as part of the Covid-19 / Health and 
Safety Plan of the competing team, club, or Regional Association. 

The rationale for this recommendation is aligned to the consequences for individuals, teams, clubs, and Regional Associations 
should someone test positive for Covid-19 while participating at an event. A positive test while at event carries with it a range of 
financial and duty of care implications for teams, clubs and regional associations including some, or all, of the following;  

- the financing and arranging of travel and accommodation for those required to isolate following a positive test 
- ensuring appropriate duty of care is in place for children and young people if testing positive while away from home 
- loss of opportunity to participate in the event previously paid for while having to isolate 
- potential spread of Covid-19 between members of teams or other teams at the event 

Aligned to the above recommendation, all participants in the following VNZ programmes – directly under VNZ duty of care - 
will still be required to complete a Rapid Antigen Test in the 24 hours prior to departure: 

- International Team/competition – both overseas travel and domestic camps 
- National Volleyball League  

o Household or Close Contact protocols (see below) may apply if someone tests positive in your team 

Resources 

- Covid-19 website, Close Contact information, Household Contact information 

https://covid19.govt.nz/
https://covid19.govt.nz/
https://covid19.govt.nz/testing-and-tracing/contact-tracing/close-contacts/
https://covid19.govt.nz/testing-and-tracing/contact-tracing/household-contacts/

